
School Health Advisory Council Meeting 
May 19, 2021 

4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Members Present: Paul Miller (Chair), Charles Mooney (Co-Chair), Dr. Keith Boles, Tonya 
Burgess, LaRonda Clark, Amanda Franks, Tracer Rice (Student Rep.), Kelly Tharpe, Lauren 
Westerfield. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair, Paul Miller. 
 
The first item on the agenda was to discuss potential mask mandate(s) and come to consensus 
on a recommendation to present to the Board of Trustees at their June meeting. However, 
Governor Greg Abbott announced that after June 5, 2021, public schools can no longer require 
masks on their campuses. Consequently, that item was tabled. 
 
Next, Mr. Miller reported on the progress of the annual Fitnessgram testing program. Students 
in Grades 3-12 are required to participate in TEA’s Physical Fitness Assessment Initiative (PFAI) 
and have their scores reported to the state. Mr. Miller reported that testing has been 
completed and that scores have been uploaded into the TEA PFAI portal. 
 
Kelly Tharpe asked whether a campus can continue with certain aspects of their COVID protocol 
that seemed to make school procedures more efficient throughout the 2020-2021 school year. 
At the Jr. High, Mr. Tharpe noted that having each grade level enter the building through a 
specific door eased hallway traffic and cut down on disturbances. Mr. Miller noted that building 
procedures can be set by the campus principal and do not need SHAC approval or a 
recommendation. 
 
Tonya Burgess asked whether temperature checks will still be required for the 2021-2022 
school year. After a discussion about the merits, or lack thereof, of temperature checks, Mr. 
Miller responded that he would take the matter up with Superintendent Lenamon to let him 
know that the SHAC’s recommendation will be to do away with daily temperature checks. Both 
school nurses agreed that temperatures should only be checked for students with symptoms of 
fever or other sickness. 
 
Next, the SHAC heard from Elementary Nurse Lauren Westerfield about the SchoolMed 
Program, which empowers school nurses to make an even greater impact on the health of their 
students. The program, which is free to schools, provides school nurses with: 

• On-demand in-school telehealth services. 
• A fully stocked SchoolMed Kit, including rapid COVID, flu, and strep testing 
• Professional development for school nurses. 
• A local Engagement Coordinator to directly support nurses with program 

implementation. 



• Mental Health Services that support SB11 requirements. 
• Telehealth visits for all students. 
• Free physical examinations for all students participating in 2021-2022 UIL activities. 

 
Nurse Westerfield noted that 45 schools throughout Texas, and several in Region 12 are 
participating in the program and asked the SHAC to recommend the program to Superintendent 
Lenamon. Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed to recommend the program for 
implementation beginning with the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
Mr. Miller concluded the meeting by reminding the SHAC that because MISD is a District of 
Innovation only one meeting per year is required. However, he noted that both a Fall and 
Spring meeting will be scheduled next school year to access the effect of Governor Abbott’s 
requirements concerning masks in schools and address the general health of the MISD student 
body and staff. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m.  
 
 


